
12-5901. City land banks; definitions. As used in this act: 

(a) "City" means any city. 

(b) "Board" means the board of trustees of the city land bank. 

(c) "Bank" means the city land bank established pursuant to this act. 

(d) "Governing body" means the governing body of the city. 

(e) "Municipality" means any city, county or other political or taxing subdivision which has 

the power to levy special assessments. 

 

12-5902. Same; city governing body; establishment, dissolution; board of trustees. (a) 

The governing body may establish a city land bank by adoption of an ordinance. 

(b) The bank shall be governed by a board of trustees. The governing body may appoint the 

board. City governing body members may serve on or as the board of trustees. Vacancies on the 

board shall be filled by appointment for the unexpired term. 

(c) The governing body may advance operating funds to the bank to pay expenses of the 

board of trustees and the bank. Members of the board of trustees shall receive no compensation, 

but shall be paid their actual and necessary expenses in attending meetings and in carrying out 

their duties as members of the board. 

(d) The bank may be dissolved by ordinance of the governing body. In such case, all property 

of the bank shall be transferred to and held by the city and may be disposed of as otherwise 

provided by law. 

 



12-5903. Same; cash basis; budgets; accounts and records; annual report. (a) The bank 

shall be subject to the provisions of the cash-basis law, K.S.A. 10-1101 et seq., and amendments 

thereto. 

(b) The budget of the bank shall be prepared, adopted and published as provided by law for 

other political subdivisions of the state. No budget shall be adopted by the board until it has been 

submitted to, reviewed and approved by the governing body. 

(c) The board shall keep accurate accounts of all receipts and disbursements. The receipts 

and disbursements of the board shall be audited yearly by a certified or licensed public accountant 

and the report of the audit shall be included in and become part of the annual report of the board. 

(d) All records and accounts shall be subject to public inspection pursuant to K.S.A. 45-216 

et seq., and amendments thereto. 

(e) Any moneys of the bank which are not immediately required for the purposes of the bank 

shall be invested in the manner provided by K.S.A. 12-1675, and amendments thereto. 

(f) The bank shall make an annual report to the governing body on or before January 31 of 

each year, showing receipts and disbursements from all funds under its control and showing all 

property transactions occurring in each year. Such report shall include an inventory of all property 

held by the bank. A copy of such inventory also shall be published in the official city newspaper 

on or before January 31 of each year. 

(g) The bank shall be subject to the provisions of K.S.A. 9-1401 et seq., and amendments 

thereto. 

 



12-5904. Same; composition of board; open meetings; conflict of interest; suits. (a) The 

board shall select annually, from its membership, a chairperson, a vice-chairperson and a treasurer. 

The treasurer shall be bonded in such amounts as the governing body may require. 

(b) The board may appoint such officers, agents and employees as it may require for the 

performance of its duties, and shall determine the qualifications and duties and fix the 

compensation of such officers, agents and employees. 

(c) The board shall fix the time and place at which its meetings shall be held. Meetings shall 

be held within the city and shall be subject to the provision of K.S.A. 75-4317 et seq., and 

amendments thereto. 

(d) A majority of the board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. No 

action of the board shall be binding unless taken at a meeting at which at least a quorum is present. 

(e) The members of the board shall be subject to the provisions of the laws of the state of 

Kansas which relate to conflicts of interest of county officers and employees, including, but not 

limited to, K.S.A. 75-4301 et seq., and amendments thereto. 

(f) Subject to the provisions of K.S.A. 75-6101 et seq., and amendments thereto, if any action 

at law or equity, or other legal proceeding, shall be brought against any member of the board for 

any act or omission arising out of the performance of duties as a member of the board, such 

member shall be indemnified in whole and held harmless by the board for any judgment or decree 

entered against such member and, further, shall be defended at the cost and expense of the bank in 

any such proceeding. 

 

12-5905. Same; powers of board. The board may: 

(a) Sue and be sued; 



(b) enter into contracts; 

(c) appoint and remove staff and provide for the compensation thereof; 

(d) acquire, by purchase, gift or devise, and convey any real property, including easements 

and reversionary interests, and personal property subject to the provisions of this act; 

(e) rebate all, or any portion thereof, the taxes on any property sold or conveyed by the bank; 

(f) exercise any other power which may be delegated to the land bank by the governing body; 

and 

(g) exercise any other incidental power which is necessary to carry out the purposes of the 

land bank and this act. 

 

12-5906. Same; transfer of property. (a) Any property acquired by the city, the county, 

another city or other taxing subdivision within the county may be transferred to the bank. The 

board may accept or refuse to accept any property authorized to be transferred pursuant to this 

subsection. The transfer of any property pursuant to this subsection shall not be subject to any 

bidding requirement and shall be exempt from any provision of law requiring a public sale. 

(b) The fee simple title to any real estate which is sold to the county in accordance with the 

provisions of K.S.A. 79-2803 and 79-2804, and amendments thereto, and upon acceptance by the 

board of trustees may be transferred to the bank by a good and sufficient deed by the county clerk 

upon a written order from the board of county commissioners. 

 

12-5907. Same; administration of property; duties of board. The board shall assume 

possession and control of any property acquired by it under this act and shall hold and administer 

such property. In the administration of property, the board shall: 



(a) Manage, maintain and protect or temporarily use for a public purpose such property in 

the manner the board deems appropriate; 

(b) compile and maintain a written inventory of all such property. The inventory shall be 

available for public inspection and distribution at all times; 

(c) study, analyze and evaluate potential, present and future uses for such property which 

would provide for the effective reutilization of such property; 

(d) plan for and use the board's best efforts to consummate the sale or other disposition of 

such property at such times and upon such terms and conditions deemed appropriate; 

(e) establish and maintain records and accounts reflecting all transactions, expenditures and 

revenues relating to the bank's activities, including separate itemizations of all transactions, 

expenditures and revenues concerning each individual parcel of property acquired; and 

(f) thirty days prior to the sale of any property owned by the bank, publish a notice in the 

official city newspaper announcing such sale. 

 

12-5908. Same; sale of property; conditions. (a) The board, without competitive bidding, 

may sell any property acquired by the board at such times, to such persons, and upon such terms 

and conditions, and subject to such restrictions and covenants deemed necessary or appropriate to 

assure the property's effective reutilization. The sale of any real property by the board under the 

provisions of this act on which there are delinquent special assessments to finance public 

improvements shall be conditioned upon the approval of the governing body of the municipality 

which levied the special assessments. 

(b) The board, for purposes of land disposition, may consolidate, assemble or subdivide 

individual parcels of property acquired by the bank. 



12-5909. Same; exemption of property from taxation; exceptions. (a) Until sold or 

otherwise disposed of by the bank and except for special assessments levied by a municipality to 

finance public improvements, any property acquired by the bank shall be exempt from the payment 

of ad valorem taxes levied by the state and any other political or taxing subdivision of the state. 

(b) Except for special assessments levied by a municipality to finance public improvements, 

when the board acquires property pursuant to this act, the county treasurer shall remove from the 

tax rolls all taxes, assessments, charges, penalties and interest that are due and payable on the 

property at the time of acquisition by the board. 

(c) Property held by the bank shall remain liable for special assessments levied by a 

municipality to finance public improvements, but no payment thereof shall be required until such 

property is sold or otherwise conveyed by the bank. 

(d) The governing body of any municipality which has levied special assessments on 

property acquired by the bank may abate part or all of the special assessments, and the bank and 

governing body may enter into agreements related thereto. Any special assessments that are abated 

shall be removed from the tax rolls by the county treasurer as of the effective date of the abatement. 

 

12-5910. Same; use of money received from sale of property. (a) Except as provided in 

paragraph (b), any moneys derived from the sale of property by the bank shall be retained by the 

bank for the purposes and operations thereof. 

(b) The board may use all or any part of the proceeds from the sale described in paragraph 

(a) to reimburse any municipality for delinquent special assessments due on such property. 

 



12-5911. Same; advisory committees; establishment. The board may establish separate 

neighborhood or city advisory committees consisting of persons living or owning property within 

the county, city or neighborhood. In the case of neighborhood advisory committees, the board 

shall determine the boundaries of each neighborhood. In the absence of a resolution by the board 

providing otherwise, each advisory committee shall consist of not less than five nor more than 

nine persons, to be appointed by the board for two-year overlapping terms. The board shall 

consult with each advisory committee as needed to review the operations and activities of the 

bank and to receive the advice of the members of the advisory committee concerning any matter 

which comes before the committees. 

STATUTES REFERENCED ABOVE 

9-1401. Designation of depositories for municipal and quasi-municipal funds; duty of public officers; 

eligible depositories. (a) The governing body of any municipal corporation or quasi-municipal corporation shall 

designate by official action recorded upon its minutes the banks, savings and loan associations and savings banks 

which shall serve as depositories of its funds and the officer and official having the custody of such funds shall not 

deposit such funds other than at such designated banks, savings and loan associations and savings banks. The banks, 

savings and loan associations and savings banks which have main or branch offices in the county or counties in which 

all or part of such municipal corporation or quasi-municipal corporation is located shall be designated as such official 

depositories if the municipal or quasi-municipal corporation can obtain satisfactory security therefor. 

(b) Every officer or person depositing public funds shall deposit all such public funds coming into such officer 

or person's possession in their name and official title as such officer. If the governing body of the municipal corporation 

or quasi-municipal corporation fails to designate an official depository or depositories, the officer thereof having 

custody of its funds shall deposit such funds with one or more banks, savings and loan associations or savings banks 

which have main or branch offices in the county or counties in which all or part of such municipal corporation or 

quasi-municipal corporation is located if satisfactory security can be obtained therefor and if not then elsewhere, but 

upon so doing shall serve notice in writing on the governing body showing the names and locations of such banks, 

savings and loan associations and savings banks where such funds are deposited, and upon so doing the officer having 

custody of such funds shall not be liable for the loss of any portion thereof except for official misconduct or for the 

misappropriation of such funds by such officer. 



(c) If eligible banks, savings and loan associations or savings banks under subsections (a) or (b) cannot or will 

not provide an acceptable bid, which shall include services, for the depositing of public funds under this section, then 

banks, savings and loan associations or savings banks which have main or branch offices in an adjoining county to 

the county in which all or part of such municipal or quasi-municipal corporation is located may receive deposits of 

such municipal corporation or quasi-municipal corporation, if such banks, savings and loan associations or savings 

banks have been designated as official depositories under subsection (a) and the municipal corporation or quasi-

municipal corporation can obtain satisfactory security therefor. 
 

79-2803. Joinder of issues; trial; judgment; redemption before day of sale; duties of clerk and sheriff; 

apportionment of costs, charges and expenses. Issues may be joined in said action as in other civil actions, but after 

such issues are so joined said actions shall stand for trial and shall have precedence over all other actions except 

criminal cases and it shall be the duty of such district court, in as summary way as possible, to investigate and to 

decide what taxes, charges, interest, and penalty thereon, to the date of the filing of the petition, shall have been legally 

assessed and charged on such tract, lot, or piece of real estate, and to render judgment therefor, together with the 

interest, charges and penalty thereon, as provided by law, together with and including in such judgment any taxes, 

interest charges and penalties which became a lien on such tract, lot, or piece of real estate after the filing of the 

petition in the same manner as if set out in the petition, together with the cost and expenses of the proceeding and sale 

and to charge the same as a first and prior lien on said tract, lot, or piece of real estate, subject, however, to valid 

covenants running with the land and to valid easements of record or in use, whether the holder thereof appears or not, 

and to order the sale of the said real estate for the payment of such taxes, charges, interest and penalty and the costs, 

and expense of such proceedings and sale; which sale shall be made and conducted as hereinafter 

provided: Provided,That any person interested in any tract, lot or piece of real estate as owner or holder of the record 

title, his or her heirs, devisees, executors, administrators, assigns, or any mortgagee or his or her assigns may before 

the day of sale hereinafter provided for, make redemption in the following manner: Such redemptioner, his or her 

agent or attorney shall file with the clerk of the court an application to redeem, identifying the parcel to be redeemed, 

and paying to said clerk, to cover its equitable share of all costs and expenses of the proceedings and sale, such amount 

as the court may order, or if no order be made then an amount equal to five percent of the amount set forth in the 

petition as the lien for taxes, charges, interest and penalties chargeable to each tract, lot or piece of real estate plus 

such charges if any as may be chargeable separately against said parcel. 

Upon receipt of such payment the clerk shall issue a receipt therefor which shall be forthwith exhibited to the 

county treasurer, who shall forthwith calculate the amount of taxes, charges, interest and penalties chargeable against 

said real estate as of such date, which amount shall be forthwith paid to said treasurer, who shall thereupon issue in 

triplicate a certificate showing such redemption, one copy of which he or she shall forthwith deliver to the clerk of the 

district court, the other to such redemptioner, and the third to the county attorney. Such payments shall be a full 



satisfaction and redemption of such tract, lot or piece of real estate from the lien and shall stay all further proceedings 

for the collection of such lien as against the particular tract, lot or piece of real estate so redeemed. 

The clerk shall immediately upon receipt of such certificate make an entry upon the records in his or her office 

opposite such case showing that the lien as to such tract, lot or piece of real estate has been redeemed. If an order of 

sale has been issued the clerk shall thereupon issue and deliver to the sheriff a statement reciting such redemption 

specifically identifying the tract, lot or piece of real estate redeemed and thereupon the sheriff shall strike such lot, 

tract or piece of real estate from the execution or order of sale and shall not include it in the sale, and upon making 

return of the execution or order of sale he or she shall attach thereto such statement. 

The court shall as soon as practicable after the sale equitably apportion the cost and charges, and the expenses of 

the proceedings and sale to each tract, lot or piece of real estate, and the total costs, charges and expenses of the 

proceedings and sale, less the amount thereof paid by redemptioners shall be deducted from the gross sum received 

from the sale of all of said lots, tracts, and pieces of real estate, and the balance shall be equitably apportioned to each 

tract, lot, or piece of real estate that sold for more than its share of the costs, charges, and expenses of the proceedings 

and sale, and tax liens on all real estate sold or redeemed in said action shall be satisfied and discharged of record. 

If any lot, tract or piece of real estate sells for more than the judgment lien for the taxes, interest, penalty, and 

charges plus its share of the costs, charges and expenses of the proceedings and sale, such excess shall be ordered by 

the court paid upon due proof to the owner or party entitled thereto. 
 


